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Welcome! 

 

Welcome to In the Loop, an assortment  
of e-mails that I have received during the 
past week, or articles that I may stumble 
upon.   From time to time, you will find 
announcements of events, grant 
opportunities, job postings, links to 
websites and articles of interest or notes 
of encouragement.  I hope that you, or 
someone you know, would find the 
information to be of use.  If you would 
like to unsubscribe, submit material, or 
make general comments,  you may 
contact me at valeriefleonard@msn.com.  
I look forward to hearing from you soon. 
 

Valerie F. Leonard, Editor 
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Funding Sources 
 

Philanthropic News Digest 
 

 

American Academy of Dermatology Invites Applications for Shade 
Structure Grant Program 
Grants of up to $8,000 are available to nonprofit organizations and public 
schools for the purchase of shade structures in outdoor spaces used by 
children and teens.... 
 

Illinois General Assembly Legislative Research Unit 
 

I thank Melisa Fraase of the Illinois General Assembly Legislative Research 
Unit for providing the following list of grant opportunities. 
  

http://www.scribd.com/doc/75536989/Dec-fed-GrantAlerts2011pdf 

 

HUD Housing Counseling Update 
 

I thank Bob Palmer, Policy Director for Housing Action Illinois, for providing 

the following information.  

 

The FY 2012 HUD Housing Counseling Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA)  
has been posted on Grants.gov. To access the application and instructions, 
please visit:https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/forms_apps_idx.html and 
enter 14.169 in the CFDA field. Applications must be submitted 
electronically through Grants.gov. 
 

http://philanthropy.com/article/The-Outlook-for-HiringPay/126545/
mailto:valeriefleonard@msn.com
http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=363800016
http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=363800016
http://www.scribd.com/doc/75536989/Dec-fed-GrantAlerts2011pdf
https://apply07.grants.gov/apply/forms_apps_idx.html
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Recommended 
Reading 

FHFA Sues Chicago  Over 
Vacant Property 
Ordinance   

FHFA has just filed a lawsuit seeking 
exemption from Chicago's recently 
passed Vacant Property Ordinance. 
If they prevail, it is probably only a 
matter of time before other national 
banks make the argument that they 
should not fall under authority of 
this ordinance, either. This has 
serious implications for us, as the 
24th Ward ranks #4 in terms of 
mortgage foreclosure in the City of 
Chicago. A significant number of the 
buildings are sitting vacant, 
attracting garbage and all manner of 
criminal activity. 

I have copied and pasted a link to 
the article below. 
http://www.mortgagenewsdaily.co
m/12132011_vacancies_and_homeo
wnership.asp 

Take this 2-question survey 
http://VALeriefleonard.polldaddy.c
om/s/fhfa-role-in-maintaining-
abandoned-properties 

What’s Driving Your 
Customers Away? 
 
The following article is from Inc.com  
 
What’s driving your customers 
away? You are. This case study 
proves that customer attrition has 
little to do with the economy or 
prices. More 

Organizational Development 
 
Relevance Rules—Your Key to Nonprofit Marketing 
Success in 2012 
 

I received the following article from Nancy E. Schwartz 
Publisher, Getting Attention Blog & E-news 
 
The stresses of the times are dramatically affecting your organization’s 
relationships, and that’s likely to continue through 2012. But there’s 
some very good news. More 

 
Free Report:  
Building Better Organizations in 2012 
Take the 5 Minute Survey and Get a Free Copy of the Results by the 
End of the Year 
 
Do you ever wonder how your organization compares to its peers in 
terms of training and development, but can't find the data?  
Look no further. I am conducting an annual survey on nonprofit 
organizational development trends for 2012. Please take 5 minutes to 
complete the survey at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BVSD32H 
Participating organizations will get a FREE COPY of the results by 
December 31, 2011. This report will help you  
 

 begin the process of prioritizing your organization's training and 
development needs 

 understand where your peers in government, nonprofit management 
and philanthropy will focus their training and development efforts 

 make more informed proposals to funders to justify your training and 
development needs 

 make more informed judgments regarding organization development 
programming and how best to focus limited resources. 

 
At the same time, I will have a better grasp for the changing needs of the 
market place and be better able to service my clients. Thank you in 
advance for your cooperation. I am looking forward to the new 
opportunities that 2012 will bring.  If you have any questions, contact 
me at valeriefleonard@msn.com 
 

Just Checking: 
Nonprofit Compliance 
 
Is your nonprofit organization approaching its fiscal year end?  Read 
this article to make sure that you keep it legal. 
http://www.scribd.com/doc/74798266/Just-Checking-Nonprofit-
Compliance 
 

http://www.mortgagenewsdaily.com/12132011_vacancies_and_homeownership.asp
http://www.mortgagenewsdaily.com/12132011_vacancies_and_homeownership.asp
http://www.mortgagenewsdaily.com/12132011_vacancies_and_homeownership.asp
http://valeriefleonard.polldaddy.com/s/fhfa-role-in-maintaining-abandoned-properties
http://valeriefleonard.polldaddy.com/s/fhfa-role-in-maintaining-abandoned-properties
http://valeriefleonard.polldaddy.com/s/fhfa-role-in-maintaining-abandoned-properties
http://www.inc.com/karl-and-bill/whats-driving-your-customers-away.html?utm_source=running-a-business&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=incid39527week49
http://by165w.bay165.mail.live.com/default.aspx#n=1066708720&st=save%20the%20date&mid=99792104-259f-11e1-b308-00237de3e47e&fv=1
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/BVSD32H
mailto:valeriefleonard@msn.com
http://www.scribd.com/doc/74798266/Just-Checking-Nonprofit-Compliance
http://www.scribd.com/doc/74798266/Just-Checking-Nonprofit-Compliance
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Small Business Development 
 
State Representative LaShawn Ford  
Small Business Seminar 
 
State Representative LaShawn Ford, the Chairman of the Small Business 
Empowerment and Workforce Development Committee, will be hosting 
a Small Business Seminar on Saturday, December 17, 2011, at the 
offices of the Chicagoland Foreign Investment Group, LLC, 111 East 
Wacker Drive, 26th Floor, Chicago, IL. A number of State Agencies will 
be present to provide information about their services, and conduct a 
workshop on how small businesses may get certified to do business 
with the State of Illinois. You may download a flyer for the workshop 
and a fact sheet for doing business with the State below. 
http://valeriefleonard.com/StayingintheLoop/nfblog/?p=993 

 
Entrepreneurial Idol 
 
I thank the Chatham Business Association for providing the following 
information. 
 
Chicago State University, in cooperation with Senator Mark Kirk and 
Representative Jesse Jackson, Jr., are sponsoring the Entrepreneurial 
Idol Competion for Small Businesses and Nonprofit Businesses. The 
multi-step process will start this Friday, December 2, 2011, with a 
workshop, and culminate with a winner selected by a judges panel and 
audience members on February 3, 2012. Click onto following link to 
learn more. http://www.csu.edu/business/eicompetition/apply.htm 

 
Million Dollar Business Pitch 
 
I thank Theo Leonard, an agent with Country Financial, for providing the 
following information. 
 
Michael Baisden, a nationally-syndicated radio host with WSRB, is 
sponsoring the Million Dollar Business Pitch. Entrepreneurs will have 
the opportunity to submit their business, product, or service for a 
chance to get a part of a $500,000 investment into small businesses. 
Click here to learn more. 
 

 

 

Employment 
 

Chronicle of Philanthropy 
The Chronicle of Philanthropy has 
excellent resources for nonprofit 
executives. here 
 

The Job Exchange 
 
From time to time, I get resumes 
from job seekers, and job postings 
from employers seeking to fill 
positions, and colleagues making 
referrals. I have also added a section 
for independent contractors looking 
for projects. Please check out the 
Job Exchange for postings from 
Congressman Davis and State 
Representative LaShawn Ford.  You 
will also see a posting for a Vice 
President at the Cradle, submitted 
by Darchelle Garner.  You will find a 
resume from Terri Luiz, a 
development professional; Lori 
Chapman, a free lance writer and 
communications professional; and 
Annie Stubenfield, a consultant in 
organizational development.  You 
may also download a copy of  my 
statement of  qualifications.  
http://valeriefleonard.com/TheJob
Exchange/index.php 
 

Illinois Department of 
Human Services 

 

To find job announcements at the 
Illinois Department of Human 
Services, click here 

 

Business Planning Just Got Easier 

 

Click onto the box top icon to order 

your copy today. 

http://valeriefleonard.com/StayingintheLoop/nfblog/?p=993
http://www.csu.edu/business/eicompetition/apply.htm
http://www.baisdenlive.com/interior.cfm?itemCategory=39467&siteid=409&priorId=0
http://philanthropy.com/section/Jobs/224/
http://valeriefleonard.com/TheJobExchange/index.php
http://valeriefleonard.com/TheJobExchange/index.php
http://www.dhs.state.il.us/page.aspx?item=38104
http://www.paloalto.com/business_plan_software?affiliate=4111west&a_bid=f92e1c1e
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Workshops/ 

Webinars/Conferences 
 

Capacity Building Blocks 
 

Capacity Building Blocks
TM

 is a 10-

week workshop series for leaders of 

emerging nonprofits who are serious 

about maximizing community impact. 

The interactive workshops provide an 

in-depth organizational assessment, and 

balance of instruction, case studies and 

group activities designed to help you 

strengthen your organization’s 

infrastructure, and position it for long 

term sustainability. You may 

participate in the entire series, or 

selected modules.  For further 

information, download the brochure at 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/7308
9878/Brochure-3   
 
Contact me at 773-521-3137 or 
consulting@valeriefleonard.com to 
set up a Capacity Building Blocks  TM 

training for your organization.   
 

 

Small Business Boot Camp 
Participants Complete 
Basic Training 
 

I thank Otis Monroe, the Monroe 
Foundation and the Westside 
Ministers Coalition for the 
opportunity to facilitate  the Small 
Business Boot Camp on December 
3rd.   The event was covered by 
Austin Talks.org 
http://austintalks.org/2011/12/sma
ll-business-boot-camp-held-last-
weekend/ 
 
You may download more pictures 
from my FaceBook Page. 
http://www.facebook.com/me 
 
dia/set/?set=a.10150367653503024
.378452.587348023&type=1 

Holiday Cheer 
 
Local Officials Host Open Houses and Holiday Events 
 
State Representative Arthur Turner (District 9) will host an open house 
on Thursday, December 15, 2011 from 1pm – 7pm at his office, 3849 W. 
Ogden, Chicago, IL  60623.  If you plan to attend or have questions, please 
contact the office at 773. 277.4700; email arthurt@ilga.gov. 
 
Senator Annazette R. Collins (District 5) will host an open house on 
Friday, December 16, 2011 at  her offices on  2417 W. Madison, Chicago, IL 
60612, from 6:00 pm-8:00 pm.  Call Tali Bakhit, Public Relations Director 
to RSVP or to make media inquiries.  She may be reached at 312-834-1988. 
 
Cook County Commissioner Robert Steele, 2nd District, invites you to 
attend the Holiday Festival of Lights at Brookfield Zoo, 8400 31st Street, 
Brookfield IL.60513, Sunday December 18, 2011, from 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM.  
Light refreshments will be served. 
 

100 Santas Looking For Donations 
 I received the following notice from Dianna Long, Founder of the Urban Art 
Retreat. 
 
Are you fortunate? Do you have a comfortable life? Are you able to help 
others? Well, UAR has rec'd more requests for holiday boxes of warm 
clothing, baked goods, gifts, and candy than we have! Is there any way you 
can donate a bag of apples and a bag of oranges? Maybe you can help with 
bags of holiday candy? or maybe you can assist with giving warm 
outerwear for kids?! No matter how small or large, please consider 
donating to the UAR drive to provide a holiday box for each family who 
needs one! www.urbanartretreat.com 
 
We are located at 1957 S. Spaulding Ave. corner of 21st , just one block 
from Kedzie stop on pink line! 
 

Meet The Candidates with the Independent Voters of 
Illinois-Independent Precinct Organization 
 

DeClan’s Irish Pub 
1240 North Wells, Chicago 
Thursday, December 15, 2011 
6:00-8:30pm 
 

$ 50 Ticket (candidates & non-members); $100 Silver Sponsor- 2 tickets & 
listing in program & website; $250 Gold Sponsor-2 tickets, listing in 
program & website & 1 minute statement at event. 
 

IVI-IPO members (non-candidates) come for FREE! Call 312-939-5105 or 
email iviipo@yahoo.com to reserve your free member ticket 
Buy Tickets & Sponsorships at www.iviipo.org 
 

http://www.scribd.com/doc/73089878/Brochure-3
http://www.scribd.com/doc/73089878/Brochure-3
mailto:consulting@valeriefleonard.com
http://austintalks.org/2011/12/small-business-boot-camp-held-last-weekend/
http://austintalks.org/2011/12/small-business-boot-camp-held-last-weekend/
http://austintalks.org/2011/12/small-business-boot-camp-held-last-weekend/
http://www.facebook.com/me
mailto:arthurt@ilga.gov
http://www.urbanartretreat.com/
mailto:iviipo@yahoo.com
http://www.iviipo.org/

